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W i n t e r  N e w s l e t t e r

Have you seen the outdoor art gallery at the corner 
of Samuel and Brubacher?  If you haven’t, it’s worth 
the walk into the neighbourhood to take a look.  It’s 
an art installation spear-headed by a Central Fred 
resident Laura McBride.  Laura has been trying for the 
last few years to shed light on the run-down buildings 
in order to make a positive change to the area. She 
enlisted the help of several local artists and neighbour 
John Cunningham, one of the buildings’ caretakers, to 
brighten up the old building.  

When asked about the process, Laura had this to say: 
“After securing funding from a few neighbours and the 
CFNA mini-grant, I started recruiting neighbours who 
live close to the corner to be our artists. I was looking for 
people that live here so that they can feel invested in the 
results, and be proud of being involved.”

As you approach the buildings you can really see the 
potential of what these buildings could become for the 
neighbourhood.  To quote Laura:  “When I look at the 

buildings, especially the store, it sparks my imagination. 
We can’t always make it to neighbourhood events, 
so I was hoping to tap into the imagination of the 
people that live close by and create something we find 
interesting and can all be proud of.”

Laura and John have been instrumental in getting the 
current owners to see the change that could happen to 
this property and how it can be used for a positive space 
in the community.  After years of stagnation, we might 
finally see some change come to the old building.  This 
really is a celebration of the artistic creativity that is in 
our community and really reflects the hard work and 
determination of such a great community.  Thank you 
Laura for your hard work and ingenious spirit and to the 
artists that contributed!

Thank you to the artists:  
Cristin Osborne • Heather Harris  

Tara Purvis • Maxie Bai Martin • Maggie Laurin  
Patty and John Cunningham

CFNA Mini-Grant Helps Support Local Art Project
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Our Councillors on Regional Council

Geoff Lorentz     
Email: glorentz@regionofwaterloo.ca
Phone (Office) 519-575-4404 x3413

Tom Galloway       
Email: tgalloway@regionofwaterloo.ca
Twitter: @tomjgalloway14
Phone (Office): 519-575-4404 x3401

Elizabeth Clarke       
Email: elclarke@regionofwaterloo.ca 
Twitter: @ECatYW
Phone (Office): 519-575-4404 x3402

Karen Redman     
Email: kredman@regionofwaterloo.ca
Twitter: @redman4region
Phone (Office) 519-575-4404 x3409

Councillor Sarah Marsh – Ward 10

Daiene Vernile, Member of Provincial 
Parliament for Kitchener Centre    
Email: dvernile.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
Phone: 519-579-5460

Raj Saini, Member of Parliament  
for Kitchener Centre
Raj.Saini@parl.gc.ca

Federal and Provincial Members of Parliament

Berry Vrbanovic    
Phone: 519-741-2300 
Twitter: @berryonline
Email: mayor@kitchener.ca

Mayor

Greetings Central Frederick Neighbours! 

Congratulations on the newly installed Brubacher Green Community Board which was completed on August 25, 2017. 
The Brubacher Green, Weber Park and Gordon Green community boards were made possible through our Neighbourhood 
Matching Funds Grant.

As you know, last year, the Hohner Avenue Porch Party won the Festival of Neighbourhoods (FoN) Grant and they are 
now in the process of gathering information on costs and feasibility of potential projects. Just a reminder: the FoN Finale 
is on Sunday November 19 this year from 1-3pm at Kitchener City Hall. I can’t wait to see who gets picked for the 
$21,000 capital grant!

Do you have a great idea for your neighbourhood? Apply for a CFNA mini-grant and you could receive between $50.00 
and $200.00 towards implementing your idea. 

I’m looking forward to seeing many of you out during the Frederick Art Walk. Also, check out what’s new with the 
Neighbourhood Pop-Up Art Project. There are lots of chances to get involved with that project over the next year.

As always, you can reach me at sarah.marsh@kitchener.ca, my office 519-741-2786, or cell 519-807-8006. 

Sincerely,
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Message from the Chair - Jen Gordon

Hello Central Fred!

Small acts transform our community everyday, and we are very luck to have 
so many people who give their time, energy, vision and expertise to help build 
connections and strengthen our potential to care for each other and flourish as a 
neighbourhood. Truth is, this community is brimming with a bunch of genuinely 
nice people who care about each other and care about where they live and that 
makes our job at the CFNA so rewarding. Being able to encourage and curate all this 
great energy is a full time job for us but we wouldn’t have it any other way.  For those that we haven’t met 
yet, there are still lots of great opportunities to get involved in the community:

Mini Grants- You can apply for up to $200 to support an event or initiative you want to  
do in the community. Interested? Fill out our simple application form on our website  
(centralfrederick.org/mini-grants).

Neighbourhood Art Pop Up- We will be doing workshops over the next 8 months where you can make 
art, donate your outdoor space and be a host of an art piece, or be a champion and help spread the word 
about the initiative. Keep an eye out on our Facebook for more about this initiative.

Skill Shares- We have ongoing skill share opportunities available, so if you have an interest in sharing a 
skill you are proud of, we would love to help you host a skill share in the community to teach others. 

Email us! (central.frederick@gmail.com)

On behalf of the CFNA, thank you to all those who engage in small acts of neighbourhood love, we are 
thankful for you all!

 
 
Jen Gordon

CFNA

Keep an eye out on 
our social media and 
website for upcoming 
opportunities to be 

involved and make art, 
teaching art skills, or  
as a host of the art. 

We will also keep 
you updated on 

where you can find 
various installations.

Pop-Up
Neighbourhood 

Art

Jen Gordon



Stay connected with your neighbours!
Website: centralfrederick.org
Facebook: facebook.com/centralfrederick
Twitter: @CentralFred
Instagram: central.fred

Are you subscribed to our e-news? We use it  
to let you know about our upcoming events and 
neighbourhood issues. Subscribe on our website!

2017-2018 CFNA Executive Committee

Jennifer Gordon : Chair
Susan Fulop : Treasurer
Tom Sanderson : Secretary
Christiaan Vandergrift : DNA Rep
Teressa van Vliet : Newsletter  
Sheldon Valeda : Member at Large
Pam Humphrey : Member at Large
 Maryanne Cahill : Distribution Coordinator

Printed in co-operation with  
the City of Kitchener

Get Involved

CFNA Meetings

Volunteer Opportunities

Every 4th Monday  
7:30-9 pm @ The DCC 

Open to the Public

Social Media Contributors
We need 2 regular contributors for 

our Facebook page. We post about 
events happening downtown, 

happenings and photos from the 
neighbourhood, CFNA events and 
initiatives and things we think the 
neighbourhood needs to know 
about. We are also looking for 

Instagram Take Over volunteers.

We are looking for 2 people to 
write for our print newsletters 

(publishes quarterly). These roles 
include writing short articles about 

CFNA events and initiatives, 
happenings and things around the 
neighbourhood, special interest 

items, etc.

Newsletter Writers

 Interested in sharing your skills 
and facilitating a talk or workshop? 
Contact us with your idea, We love 
hearing about the fun and unique 

skills our neighbours have. No 
idea is too big or too small. All 

skills welcome.

Skillshare Facilitators

General Volunteers
We are always collecting general 

volunteers to help out at events, to spread the word about things going on in the neighbourhood and with the 
CFNA, etc. Let us know if you want 
your name to be put on our general 

volunteer's list.

Interested? Contact us at 
central.frederick@gmail.com
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